
directions and is such as to be engaged by a comer of the mail item (M) where the 
mail item (M) is inserted in the first direction, the second direction and any direction 
intermediate thereto. 

In Salomon, where the left-hand side (as illustrated) of the projection (19b) on 
the arm (19) were considered to define a face which is inclined to first and second 
mutually perpendicular directions as defined by the registration walls (1 1, 13), this 
face is not such as to be engaged by a comer of a mail item (M) where the mail item 
(M) is inserted in all directions as defined by the registration walls (11, 13). Notably, 
where the first registration wall (11) defines one of the first and second directions, a 
comer of a mail item (M) would manifestly not engage the face at the left-hand side of 
the projection (19b) on the arm (19) on insertion of the mail item (M) in that one 
direction along the first registration wall (11). 

Thus, the invention as defined in new claim 12 is clearly distinguished over the 
disclosures of Salomon. 

In this connection, it should be noted that the embodiment of Figure 5 to which 
the Examiner has referred is expressly stated as exhibiting a number of problems (see 
column 4, lines 1 to 3), in particular in requiring contact witii comers of mail items 
(M), since such comers could be bent or broken (see column 3, lines 53 to 55). The 
teaching of Salomon, contrary to the presently-claimed invention, is directed to an 
apparatus and method which requires the detection of first and second edges of a mail 
item (see column 2, lines 1 to 6), and, in this regard, discloses the embodiments of 
Figures 6 to 10. As such, when considering the disclosures of Salomon, a person 
skilled in the art would manifestly not have contemplated utilizing the embodiment of 
Figure 5 as the basis of any improved apparatus or method, as that enibodiment relies 
upon tiie detection of a comer of a mail item and not first and second edges of a mail 
item. 

New claim 23 defijies that the face of the sensor unit is inclined at approxi- 
mately 45 degrees to the first and second directions. Such a sensor unit is not 
disclosed or suggested in Salomon. In Salomon, the face at the left-hand side of the 
projection (19b) on the arm (19) extends in a direction substantially perpendicular to 
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the second registration wall (13). 

With regard to new claims 13 to 23, these claims are dependent upon an 
allowable claim, new claim 12, and thus are allowable on that basis, as well as for the 
additional limitations they add to claim 12.. 

New claim 24 requires inter alia that the face of the sensor unit is normally 
located to extend between adjacent ends of the first and second guides across a comer 
of the predetermined location. Such a sensor unit is not disclosed or suggested in 
Salomon. In Salomon, the projection (19b) on the arm (19) extends into a space 
between the ends of the first and second registration walls (11, 13), but manifestly 
does not extend between the ends of the first and second registration walls (1 1, 13). 

New claim 25 recites inter alia tiiat the mail location apparatus includes a 
support platform for supporting a mail item located in the predetermined location and 
a reference wall for referencing the mail item located in the predetermined location, 
and that the face of the sensor unit extends at least beyond the support platform and 
the reference wall. Such a sensor unit is not disclosed or suggested in Salomon. 

Thus, the invention as defiaied in new claims 24 and 25 is also clearly 
distinguished over the disclosures of Salomon. 
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Application No. 09/493652 - claims added June 26, 2002 

12. Mail location apparatus operative to Wcate a mail item inserted thereinto at a 
predetermined location in first and second mutually perpendicular directions, 
including: / 

a first guide for engagement^y a first edge of the mail item; 

a second guide for engagement by a second edge of the mail item, the second 
edge being adjacent to and adjoining the first edge at a comer of the mail item; and 

a sensor unit operative in response to the mail item being located in the 
predetermined location with/me first edge engaging the first guide and the second 
edge engaging the second miide, the sensor unit including a face engageable by the 
mail item, which face isymclined to both the first and second directions such as to be 
engaged by the comer 6f the mail item vsrhere the mail item is inserted in the first 
direction, the second erection and any direction intermediate thereto, 

13. Mail location apparatus as claimed in clai!&i 12, wherein the first guide comprises 
a first guide wall extending lengthwise in m& first direction, the second guide 
comprises a second guide wall extending lengthwise in the second direction, and the 
first and second guide walls define^e predetermined location. 

14. Mail location apparatu^^ claimed in claim 13, wherein adjacent ends of the first 
and second guide walls Mg spaced apart and the face of the sensor unit normally is 
located to extend bet^^n the adjacent ends of the first and second guide walls across 
a comer of the pre^termined location. 

15. Mail laration apparatus as claimed in claim 14, wherein the sensor unit is 
responsWe to displacement of the face thereof out of the predetermined location. 
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16. Mail location apparatus as claimed in claim wherein the sensor unit includes 
an element defining the face engageable by the^omer of the mail item, the element 
being displaceable in a direction inclined to^th the first guide wall and the second 
guide wall by insertion of the mail item intp the predetermined location. 

17. Mail location apparatus as claime^in claim 16, wherein the element is mounted 
on a pivot. / 

18. Mail location apparatus as cmimed in claim 16, wherein the sensor unit includes a 
resilient member operative to xJgt the element to a location in which the face thereof 
extends across the comer of me predetermined location. 

19. Mail location apparatip as claimed in claim 16, wherein the sensor unit includes a 
detector responsive to di^lacement of the element to a position in which the face 
thereof does not extendiicross the comer of the predetermined location. 

20. Mail location ap/aratus as claimed in claim 12, further comprising: 

a support plmorm for supporting the mail item located in the predetermined 
location; and / 

a referen^ wall for referencing the mail item located in the predetermined 
location; / 

wherem the face of the sensor imit extends at least beyond the support platform 
and the reference wall. 
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21. Mail location apparatus as claimed in claim 2Qf wherein the first and second 
guide walls extend from the reference wall, and ti^ support platform is displaceable 
between an open position in which the mail item can be inserted into the 
predetermined location between the referenc^^all and the support platform and a 
closed position in which the mail item loc^d in the predetermined location is held by 
the reference wall and the support platC^i. 

22. Mail location apparatus as clamed in claim 21 in combination with a print head, 
wherein the reference wall has 2ji aperture therein, and the print head is selectively 
operable to print a postal indi^um through the aperture in the reference wall onto the 
mail item located in the pjiraetermined location. 

23. Mail location a^laratus as claimed in claim 12, wherein the face of the sensor 
imit is inclined at approximately 45 degrees to the first and second directions. 

24. Mail location apparatus operative to locate a mail item at a predetermined 
location in first and second mutually perpendicular directions, including: 

a first guide for engagement by a first edge of the mail item; 

a second guide for engagement by a second edge of the mail item, the second 
edge being adjacent to and Adjoining the first edge at a comer of the mail item; and 

a sensor unit operative in response to the mail item being located in the 
predetermined location with the first edge engaging the first guide and the second 
edge engaging the second guide, the sensor unit including a face inclined to both the 
first and second directions and engageable by the comer of the mail item, the face 
being normally located to extend between adjacent ends of the first and second guides 
across a comer of ttte predetermined location. 
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25. Mail location apparatus operative to locate a^ail item at a predetermined 
location in first and second mutually perpendiaflar directions, including: 

a support platform for supporting the^ail item located in the predetermined 
location; and / 

a reference wall for referencing^e mail item located in the predetermined 
location; / 

a first guide for engagemewby a first edge of the mail item; 

a second guide for engag^ent by a second edge of the mail item, the second 
edge being adjacent to and alining the first edge at a comer of the mail item; and 

a sensor unit includ^ a face engageable by the mail item, wherein the sensor 
unit is operative in respope to the mail item being located in the predetermined 
location with the first^ge engaging the first guide and the second edge engaging the 
second guide, the fm^ of the sensor unit being inclined to both the first and second 
directions such a^ be engaged by the comer of the mail item, and extending at least 
beyond the supj^rt platform and the reference wall. 



